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Fall Conference is Scheduled 9/12-14

The Fall Conference is in the final planning stages. The Program Committee
and the OKASBO Board of Directors have chosen to highlight School Security and
Safety at this meeting. The majority of the programming is chosen to highlight
specific areas that should be examined at your workplace.

A generation ago, safety in the classroom wasn t a high priority concern for
school administrators. We all know that those days have passed. School safety
has become a priority issue for school administrators, for local communities and
the nation as a whole. The focus on school
safety has been highlighted by numerous
tragic incidents, including recent deadly
shootings. More and more you will be called
upon to work with community leaders, law
enforcement officials, faculty, staff, parents
and students in collaborative efforts to help
prevent school violence and help make educa-
tional institutions safer and more secure. Pro-
grams have been chosen to help you examine

The April 50th Anniversary Meeting (Continued on page 5)

Encumbrance Clerk s & Treasurer s Training

More Training September 12th, 2007

We know that you have received all of your required
training to meet the recent law change, but you will still need
the points to meet the continued requirements of the law.
So, we are offering 6 hours of training that meets the require-
ments of continuing education. The topics covered are those
listed in the legislation and are similar to the ones offered a
year ago. We plan to continue offering these sessions until
the need no longer exists. Expect us to have an offering at L
each of our two regulgr com_‘ere;nces. Dr. ITinda Abner has No Choking, Nancy!
helped us immensely in designing the curriculum and choos-
ing those practitioners who are most knowledgeable in their field. Use this oppor-
tunity to also expand your networking base. At this meeting, you can easily meet
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By Jim Knox

President’s Message

Get your stuff together boys and girls..... the kids and teachers will be
Have you ever noticed the older
you get the faster summer goes. My summer started yesterday....now
guess how old | am.

| am truly honored to serve as President thisyear. The greatest thing
about being President is getting to work with Jack Harrel. It isthrough
his leadership that this organization has returned as one of the best pro-
fessional organizations in Oklahoma. It isa privilege to be a member
of OKASBO.

Although | servein asmall school | am very aware of the problems of
the larger districts. The diversity of the OKASBO board lends itself to
providing an organization that meets the needs of all its members
whether they have 80 kids or 10,000 kids enrolled. Most of our needs

are the same some just require more zeros. The upcoming conference

shows the commonality of us all with the theme “Changeis aJourney.” During the conference we will
al learn many new and more efficient ways to serve our schools. Safety and security, the two subjects
foremost in the public eye, will be included in the topics presented this year. Susan Carnahan isthe
keynote speaker. For those of you who have heard her,
I’m sure you won't want miss her talk. For those that
haven't heard her, you arein for areal treat. Shehasa
great message and the humor will keep you in stitches.

OkASBO’s2007-08 Theme is

Toronto, Canada will be the site for ASBO International.
If you have never attended you are missing the best na-
tional conference of the year. Whatever questions you
may have about school business will be answered during
this conference. The most outstanding general session
speakers are always present. | hope you will be able to
attend this outstanding conference.

Hopefully this year, as an organization, we will let our
voices be known to our legidlators. We do not actively
lobby, but I’'m sure we will be able to express our views
to those that are to serve our schools. Keep in touch with
your superintendent to find out what is happening in the
legislature and discover ways you can help get our message heard.

I am looking forward to seeing al of you at the fall conference. Let usall work join on this Journey of
Change to make our schools more efficient and productive for the future of OUR CHILDREN. Our
future is the children and they are the reason we do the good work we do.

Where Did Chairman come from?
In the late 1700's, many houses con-
sisted of alarge room with only one
chair. Commonly, along wide board
folded down from the wall, and was
used for dining. The "head of the
household” always sat in the chair
while everyone el se ate sitting on the
floor. Occasionaly, a guest, who was
usually a man, would be invited to sit
inthischair duringameal. Tositin
the chair meant you were important
and in charge. They called the one
sitting in the chair the “chair man”.
Believeit or not!

If you can’t take advice, then you can’t be helped.




