
Highlights of the Fall Conference 

Susan Carnahan Highlights General Session 
266 Register for the Conference 
 
     The Fall Conference is now written in the panels of history.  The Oklahoma City Con-
vention and Tourism helps us register attendees at the conference and they reported that 
266 picked up their information.  The attendance looked to be less than that but my eyes 
must have deceived me.  The theme for this conference was �Safety and Security�.  Very 
timely topics for our days.  Seems that there is a new 
challenge every day to be sure that our charges are pro-
tected and informed.  I hope you were there and picked 
up ideas to help you at your school. 
     Our Keynote speaker did not follow the same theme 
as the rest of us, but it seemed she was a very bright 
part of the conference.  Susan Carnahan with �What�s 
Sex Got to Do with It?� was a hilarious hit with those 
who completed an evaluation form.  She spoke for 2 
and a half hours, telling us how men and women think 
differently.  It even made sense.  She also took us 
through the decision making process of a man and a 
woman and modeled the differences.  She told me that 
she had never thought about being a comedian, but to 
me she was and on target with her comments.  Now I 
know why we do things so differently.  I don�t under-
stand why it is true, but I believe it true.  She was a 
special treat! 
     The American Fidelity Hosted luncheon had a brief program, part of which was used to 
recognize some scholarship that were presented for our members to attend the ASBO Inter-
national Conference in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  OkASBO recognized the Leroy Hollo-
way Professional Development Grant� recipient who was Liz Fawbush, Business Manager 
for Duncan Schools.  A new scholarship from OkASBO was presented also.  The Associate 
Member funded scholarship went to Patti Beaver, Business Manager for Glenpool Schools.  
Two other scholarships were recognized.  Sooner Copy Machines of Norman presented 
Brenda Burkett and Marilyn Vann scholarships to attend also.  And, Lu Norman, OkASBO 

Past President and Executive Director 
of Financial Accounting, SDE recog-
nized four separate sized schools for 
�Excellence in Financial Accounting�.  
These awards are given annually by the 
State Department of Education and 
their costs are hosted by Oklahoma 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Hey you guys guess where we have been?  No 
we did not go off to see the wizard, but pretty close to it.  
Some of us have just returned from ASBO International 
in Toronto, Canada.  Those of you who did not have a 
chance to attend missed a very informative conference 
and lots of fellowship. 

 
 Document Imaging Solutions hosted our group 
to a grand �Welcome to Toronto� party.  It gave us a 
great place and reason to gather the night before the 
conference.  Much thanks to Terry Bourke and Nick 
Patterson and DIS. 
 

American Fidelity treated us like royalty again.  They provided a tour to Ni-
agara Falls for a whole bus load of Oklahomans.  What a sight to see!  There was a 
bunch of water going over those rocks.  I bet it would only take a couple of days for 
all that water to fill the ponds in western Oklahoma.  Thanks again to Martha Pate 

and American Fidelity. 
 
I trust that those of you who attended the Fall 
OASBO Conference received as much good 
information as I did.  It never ceases to amaze 
me how the committee can come up with such 
helpful topics and put on a great conference.  
The break out sessions had something for eve-
ryone.  I was in awe of all the ideas I heard dur-
ing the sessions.   My staff does not always ap-
preciate that I attend conferences because I en-
joy implementing many of the innovative ideas 
I learn there. 
 

The Oklahoma Legislature goes into session right after the upcoming holi-
days.  We should be diligent in keeping informed of the events that occur during 
the legislative sessions.  We know how their efforts affect the school districts for at 
least a year,  if not longer. Please keep reminding the representatives and senators 
of the students they are either helping or hurting.   I implore you to get involved 
with legislation and let your legislator know what you think��if you don�t know 
what to think call me�...I always have an opinion about what they are doing. 
 

The board will be meeting soon to begin discussion about the Spring 
OASBO Conference in April.  We will be planning the topics to be presented this 
spring and would like to hear from you as to what would be of interest to you.  
Contact Jack or one of the other board members if you have a topic idea to include 
in the break-out sessions. Goodness knows you sure do not want two days of what I 
like to know more about.  Be sure and contact us. 
 

I wish each of you the best during the holidays.  I hope you have a grand 
time.  I have two beautiful grandchildren---- well ---  I won�t get started on them 
because that would mean a whole new article.  Happy Holidays 

�

President�s Message 
�

President�s Message 

OkASBO�s 2007-08 Theme  is 
 
 



� � � �� � � � 	 � �
 � � � ������������������������������ � � 
� � � � � � 
� � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � �� � � � �� �

 

 

 �

School Business Official of the Year, 2008 
SBO Application is On-Line 
Deadline is January 31, 2008  

     In 2005, the Oklahoma ASBO Board began a program to select 
an outstanding member of OkASBO.  This award, the ”School 
Business Official of the Year”  is one who represents the best in 
all of us.  The award is to be an annual award and it is the desire of 
the board that the winner competes for the Eagle Awards given by 
ASBO International.  The ASBO board members want to do more 
to honor and to recognize members who contribute to Oklahoma 
ASBO, their profession, their school and community.  This award 
is one way that goal can be obtained.  By having our winner com-
pete for the ASBO International awards, we can show and share 
our best with the world.  
      
     The deadline for the application is January 31, 2007.  You can 
see the criteria that will be used to select our winner in the applica-
tion which can be downloaded from our website, or contact the 
OkASBO office and one will be emailed to you.  The application 
is not difficult, but will take some thought. 
 
     The winning recipient will be chosen by a committee appointed 
to perform this task.  In the event that no nominees are received, 
the OkASBO Officers and Board of Directors will select the re-
cipient. 

     The winner will receive a 
plaque of recognition from Okla-
homa ASBO, publication in news 
media and a $1000 award.  The 
award is sponsored by Document 
Imaging Solutions, Tulsa, Okla-
homa, who also believes that our 
members need to be recognized 
and rewarded for superior accom-
plishments. 
 
     Download the complete applica-
tion, chose your candidate, select 
some friends to help you complete 
the materials needed, and submit 
everything to the Oklahoma ASBO 
Office.  Good luck!   
         
     Jack Harrel (2005, Debra 
Jacoby (2006) and Ann Wade 
(2007) are prior winners.  See how 
easy it is to win!  

Ms. Ann Wade, 2007 Recipi-
ent of ‘SBO of the Year’ . 


