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Highlights of the Spring Conference
Frosty Troy Highlights First General Session

Shawn Hime is Closing Speaker

EC&T Training Combined with Round Table Sessions

This conference is important for you for several reasons.
First, we will have the most current information on the 403(b)
changes. Secondly, we will have the preconference for En-
cumbrance Clerks and Treasurers with the added component of

Round Tables for discussions. See the format and other in-
formation in the article on page 4. Mark your calendar to at-
tend, April 16-18, 2008, at the Meridian Convention Center,
OKC. Your attendance will provide you with much needed
current information and training.

This conference marks the beginning of a new format for
our Associate Members. The board of Directors have approved

a plan to offer a Vendor Fair on Thursday, April 17th. The Mr. Frosty Troy

Vendor Fair will be open from setup at 2:00 P.M. until 7:00 Nationally Known
P.M. The Vendor Party will be held in the exhibit area. To- Champion for Public
ward the end of the event, hopefully exhibitors will give door Education

prizes for visiting their booths. After that, at 7:45 P.M., a

dance and karaoke will be scheduled until midnight. Let s see how it works. Plan to attend
all.

Programming is scheduled to begin at 9:00 A.M. on all three days. The regular confer-
ence begins on Thursday and the opening speaker is Frosty Troy. Mr. Troy is a nationally
known speaker who sings the praises and successes of public education. He is one of Okla-
homa s bright shining stars. His address, How Big Is One? will be a great way to begin
our conference. You won t want to miss him. Come and be energized!

Following Mr.
Troy on Thursday
will be a session
filled to capacity.
Ms. Kathy Levi-
ant with American
Fidelity Assur-
ance Co. will
bring us the most
current informa-
tion on the
changes and re-

(Continued on page 6)

President Knox holding court with your Board of Directors and com-
mittee Chairs to plan the Spring meeting for you.
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By Jim Knox

President s Message

Now I ask you
that stuff you bought for Christmas? | ask myself
that question each year and somehow find a way. |
hope you had a great holiday. We had a great

..how are you going to pay for all

time ..grandkids. | guess you have gotten back into
the swing once again and are prepared for that head-
long, breakneck dash to the finish of 2007-2008.
There are many challenges ahead and | know you will
be able to meet each one in a professional manner.
The great one is putting the finishing touches on
the program for the spring and I believe it will be one
of the best we have had. | don t know how but each
year the program leaves me in awe of how that all
came together. As some of you know we are doing
something a little different this year. We are having a vendor fair with our ven-
dor party. Make sure you check your program to see the new wave . No pun
intended to the SDE WAVE project. There will be a preconference program
again this year. We will once again present classes that will satisfy the educa-

tion requirement for encumbrance clerks and
treasurers. Those classes are not the only ones
to be presented. There will be something for
everyone,

February 14-18 will be the ASBO Interna-
tional Leadership Conference in Denver. |
have attended several times and find it to be
very worthwhile. Oklahoma will have several
members attending. The program is always
informative and is presented by excellent peo-
ple. Isn t it amazing how excellent programs
have excellent people running them ..I may

OKASBO s 2007-08 Theme is

have stumbled on something.

| attended the CCOSA conference in January that showcased legislators. Three
panels of legislators were seated. These panel members were asked several
questions concerning the up coming legislative session. Their points of view
varied somewhat but all in all they want more dollars for education ..wonder if
they just say what we want to hear ..ya think. This session should make for
some interesting situations. It really gets to me when the people we send to do
the people s business are running for reelection and tend to forget us. They tend
to forget only if we allow that to happen. We can not allow them to forget

..We have too many young futures at stake to sell out for their reelection.
Contact your superintendent about issues and decisions that will affect our
schools. Remember if you don t know which side of an issue to support just call
me and | Il give you my point of view .enough.
Keep those noses to the grindstone and only come up for air when you abso-
lutely need it. | know you will continue to keep our schools running very effi-
ciently and continue to serve our Kids in the highest professional manner. Race
you to the finish. - Jim




Leroy Holloway Scholarship to ASBO I nternational

The OKASBO Board of Directorsisagain offering the” Leroy
Holloway” Professional Development Grant. This grant isfor an
OkASBO member who has never attended an ASBO International
Conference. The grant pays for room, transpor-

tation, registration and dues (if needed) for the

recipient to use to attend the International con-

ference. Won't you please apply?

An application for this grant is included on our
website (www.okasbo.org) and the deadline for
the application receipt is May 1st. Y ou may
also call the office for an application. There-
cipient will be chosen by the OkKASBO Profes-
sional Development Committee and recom-

proval. The ASBO International Conference and Exhibits are No-
vember 7-10, 2008, in Denver, Colorado.

Ms. Tamyra Nash, SDE, received the first grant in 2000 and Ms.
Patricia Smith, Pocola Schoolsin 2001, Ms. Patti Beavers, Bartles-
ville Schoolsin 2002, Mr. Douglas Melton, Guymon Schoolsin
2003, Ms. Terri Cornelsen, Texhoma Schools in 2004, Ms. Karen
Pierce, Allen-Bowden Schools in 2005, Kim Smith, Tri-County
Technology Center in 2006, and Liz Fawbush, Duncan Schoolsin
2007. Every year, each seems to think that their attendance was
beneficial, but call and ask them for yourself.

Take some time and complete the application, won't you? | am
sure that you will be enriched if you receive the grant.

mended to the Board of Directorsfor final ap- ’ Liz at Torontol! ‘ Look for Liz Fawbush’s article in this newsletter on page 8.

Some | mportant Rules for E-mails

Used in the right context, exclamation points can add politeness
and friendlinessto your e-mails. Here are afew other recommen-
dations to keep the peace, electronically:

Assume everything you write will be forwarded.
Never forward anything without permission
Thanks!!!! isfriendlier than Thanks.
Abbreviations like LOL arefine.

Emotions are fine...within professional reason.

Don't apologize for something viae-mail. Apologiesareto
be done in person, or at |east over the phone.
Don't reprimand someone via e-mail. This should always be
donein person, if at all possible.
Every person has a different idea of what is public and private
information. Always assume what you e-mail is public infor-
mation and you won't ever be wrong.
Don't forward me any more ‘ Good Deal offers!!!

Thanks!!!!

SCM SALESTEAM




