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- FALL CONFERENCE   2004 - 
     Wow!  What a crowd!  What a program.  The 
breakfast was ample, hall was full and the speakers 
were on-target.  After the flags were posted and 
saluted by the Southeast H. S. Air Force JROTC 
students, the conference was opened by President 
Bruce Campbell , CFO for Francis Tuttle Technol-
ogy Center.  The morning belonged to Mr. Jim 
Whitt, Tulsa Oklahoma, who was bill ed as the 
Cowboy Psychologist.  He named himself the pro-
fessional provoker.  This speaker/author  enter-
tained, cajoled, pushed, provoked and taught the 
286 people in attendance.  His talk of “Why the 
Chicken Really Crossed the Road” was well re-
ceived , as noted on the evaluation forms.  A large 
part of his message centered on the difference be-
tween man and other animals.  Animals respond to reward and punish-
ment while man mixes in purpose as the major difference between the 
two.  Without a purpose, our only motivation is reward and punish-
ment.  Rewards were compared to needs, Punishment was titled our 
fears and our purpose is was shown to be positive, powerful, simple 
and serving.  Another interesting portion of his talk was the examina-
tion of Mission statements.  His idea of a mission statement should 
only answer ’why’ and not be the wordy statements that we have.  
They should be short and concise statements that everyone knows.  
This writer concurs.  If you don’ t know your mission, you are not 
working toward it and it 
is not your mission.  
Think about it! 
     The hall l uncheon was 
fill ed to overflowing.  
Ms. Lu Norman, SDE 
Executive Director of 
Financial Accounting 
presented the awards for 
Excellence in Financial 
Accounting and Report-
ing (pictured on page 4), 
retiring Harriot LaGrone, 
Asst. Supt. Of Financial 
Services, SDE, was 

awarded Honorary Member of Oklahoma 
ASBO by President Bruce Campbell , Jim 
McGoodwin, Deputy State Auditor and Inspec-
tor/General Counsel was recognized for his 
efforts in organizing and leading the State 
Auditor’s Task Force for Revision of the Laws 
of operation for Schools and given a huge 
thank you from Brenda Burkett, OkASBO 
Board Member from Norman Schools.  Presi-
dent Campbell also recognized past president 
Debra Jacoby with a plaque for her dili gence in 
service to OkASBO. 
     The afternoon was spent in breakout ses-
sions.  Each hour 5 topics were scheduled of 
which you could attend any you chose.  The 

cycle was repeated through 3 hours with 13 different subject topics.  
Many of the sessions were fill ed to overflowing since not many were 
repeated.  Of course, Sue Callahan’s topics on Teacher’s Retirement 
were fill ed twice and Lu Norman presented twice in Maintenance of 
Effort and OCAS Coding Changes, both of which were fill ed.  Lu said 
we didn’ t beat her up too bad this time.  Thanx, Lu! 
     1099 Reporting by Patricia O’Neil , IRS was a popular breakout as 
noted on the evaluations as were E-Rate Rule Changes, by Debi Sov-
ereign, Kellogg & Sovereign, and On-Line Personnel Report Changes 
by John Bennett, SDE Director of School Personnel Records.  Other 

great sessions 
were Bad Check 
Recovery for 
FREE?, by Rich 
Blair, Blair con-
sulting  Serv-
ices; Outputs in 
the Modern 
Schoolhouse, by 
Brad Shirley, 
Xerox Account 
Manager; Career 
Tech Issues, by 
Bill Beier-

(Continued on page 4) 

Mr. Jim Whitt, Speaker Supreme! 
“ I have a purpose!  Do you?”  

Full House?  Not quite!  But a very good crowd!  Are you there? 


