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On April 8, 2005, the Spring Conference for Oklahoma ASBO
wrapped up its meeting. Of the 536 members of Oklahoma
ASBO, 266 preregistered and it appeared that most attended.
(536 membersis the highest paid membership in anyone’'s mem-
ory.) Judging by the evaluations received at the end of the con-
ference, the total event was a success. Most marks received were
1'sand some 2’'swith afew 3's on the rooms and one 4 (room).
Programming remarks were mostly encouraging.

That said, the General Session speaker, Dr. Andrew Urich,
OSU Business Professor and Attorney was well received as he
presented his masterpiece on “ Authority is Out — Influenceisin”.
After he introduced himself and gave his ‘annoying characteris-
tics', he proceeded to 'influence’ usthat he was right with his
topic title. He used numerous illustrative stories to prove his
point many times over. His humor was appropriate and on target
for hisaudience. | even caught most of the jokes. Heindicated
that influence peddlers determine what they want the answer to
be, then they set about finding the rulesto support it. Dr. Urich
indicated that good influence peddlers never use communication
blockers, always look for awindow of opportunity to begin stat-
ing their case, know that it matters who is doing the asking and
dress/act accordingly, avoid conflict (Be considerate) and do ex-
tensive homework. Sounds like good advice! Severa evaluations
listed Dr. Urich asthe best part of our conference. He was out-
standing. Dr. Urich had to get back to campus to teach aclass
and thus we had a little extratime on our hands. Some times we
don’t do

introduced Dr. Rob Balsters |1 who is
an ASBO International Board Mem-
ber from Kansas. Rob serves as Dep-
uty Superintendent of Business at
Seaman USD345, near Topeka. He
brought an update from ASBO Inter-
national, and described the many pro-
grams that they sponsor that Oklaho-
mans avail themselves. He wasinfor-
mative and enlightening. He attended
the complete conference, including
the evening activities. Wewish him

Dr. Rob Balsters |1, ASBO
Int’| Board member

the best in his campaign for Vice-President of ASBO Interna-

tional in the election thisfall.

Mr. Roger Adair, Director of Finance at Moore Norman
Technology Center, brought an update to the OKASBO Volun-
tary Certification program outlining the changes in renewal
points required and what counts for those points (The changed
program is posted on our website.) Some have worried that it
will be too difficult to obtain the necessary points to renew their
certificate. The changes made should alay those fears. Roger
also handled the recognition for those who have received their
certification's. He also recognized the 500th member. Plans
have been made for several yearsto do this, but the recession
hit our schools, thus Oklahoma ASBO. We have just now re-
covered, as you havein the schools. Mr. Steve Haynes, Super-

well with
extratime
on our
hands but
we sur-
vived.
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First General Session. Two Chairs empty. Were they yours?

intendent of
Wetumka
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nized with
aplague
from
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Interna-
tional gave
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