
Highlights of the Spring Conference 

Sandy Garrett, State Supt., Keynotes Conference 
Roger Crawford Highlights First General Session 
Jeff McMahan, State Auditor,  Friday�s Session 

 
     The program planning as been done for the Spring Con-
ference, 2006.  The program is fixed and awaiting your arri-
val.  The Program Committee met in early December to use 
your Fall Session evaluations to glean topics of interest to 
you and our other members.  To those topics, they added 
what is believed to be the most current issues that you will 
be facing in April and merged them into the program printed 
on pages 8 & 9 of this newsletter.  Look it over.  We think 
you will be excited to attend. 
     Ms. Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public In-
struction, will be our Keynote Speaker.  It has been some 
time since Ms. Garrett has been with us.  She always brings 
us pertinent, exciting and challenging information and I 
know this time will be no different.  Be there at the begin-
ning.  You will not want to miss her presentation! 

     A Major Address will be delivered by Roger Crawford.  Several of us heard Roger at the 
ASBO International conference last fall and we believe he is the best we have ever heard.  
For over 20 years, Roger Crawford has been serving up grand slam programs to audiences 
throughout the world. As a professional speaker, he works with organizations that want to 
achieve success despite the obstacles, in order to inspire a winning attitude towards work 
and life. Sports Illustrated calls Roger one of the most accomplished physically challenged 
athletes in the world. Besides being a tennis pro, he has been inducted into three separate 
halls of fame because of his amazing accomplishments. 
Roger became the first and only athlete with four impaired 
limbs to compete in an NCAA Division One college sport, 
and to be certified by the United States Professional Tennis 
Association. As a result of his athletic accomplishments, he 
was inducted into the Loyola-Marymount University Ath-
letic Hall of Fame. 
Roger�s life affirming story was featured in the original 
Chicken Soup for the Soul series. He has also been inter-
viewed on Good Morning America, Inside Edition, and has 
been featured in well known publications such as USA To-
day, Tennis magazine, and Men�s Fitness magazine. He 
was also featured in the Emmy Award winning television 
movie, In a New Light.                (Continued on page 5)   
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By Steve Shiever 

      What a busy time of the year and once again our plate 
is full.  The legislative session is about to begin and with it 
comes a multitude of topics and concerns to be addressed 
some of which are the Teacher Retirement Wear Away 
Plan, the OEA lawsuit, teacher pay raises, the wear-away 
plan, end of instruction testing, bridges and highways,  
(did I mention the TR wear-away plan?), inflated fuel 
costs, and the list goes on.  The stress is taking its toll in 
the education arena.  A recent study shows that new teach-
ers entering the profession are only averaging 
10 years before exiting the profession.  The end 
result will be an even greater shortage of teach-
ers.  If the high stakes EOI (End of Instruction) 
legislation is enacted into law, there will be in-
creased demands for teachers in math and Eng-
lish, areas that are already short on numbers.  
These are truly areas of concern.   
     If you are stressed, need therapy, need help, 
need training�then you may want to attend the 
Spring OkASBO Conference.  The agenda addresses many key issues of concern.   
We are fortunate to have Roger Crawford for our Major Address on Thursday.  He 
was a keynote in Boston for ASBO International and was well received. After re-
viewing the attached agenda, please share it with other staff members or anyone 
that would benefit from the conference.  Encumbrance clerk and treasurer training 
will be provided for certification.  Please encourage your respective employees to 
attend if they have not done so in the past.  The panel of speakers is excellent.  They 
are folks who have earned great reputations 
through their dedicated work and professional 
backgrounds.  Those presenting are: Jim 
McGoodwin, Deputy State Auditor; Lu Norman, 
Executive Director Financial Accounting, SDE; 
Bob Parrish, CSBA, CFO, MetroTech; Nancy 
McKay, Executive Director of Finance/
Treasurer, Jenks Schools and Kathryn Turner, 
Superintendent, Fletcher Schools.  Dr. Linda Ab-
ner has again put together the curriculum and ar-
ranged for most of the presenters.  Don�t miss! 
     Again, we hope to see you April 5-7 at 
OkASBO.  It is also imperative that we as indi-
viduals and as an organization stay abreast of the 
legislative issues set before us in this legislative 
session.  You are to be commended for all that 
you do for children. 
     Now,  register for the conference, make your 
room reservations and invite someone to go with 
you.  You will be glad you attended and shared. 
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President�s Message 
�

President�s Message 

OkASBO�s 2005-06 Theme  is 
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     The last session of the Legislature passed a bill that requires all 
Encumbrance Clerks and School Treasurers receive 12 hours of 
training in duties and responsibilities, school laws, ethics and ac-
counting procedures, by the date of July 1, 2007� No exemptions.   
     That law, SB 668, put OkASBO to work.  In order to serve our 
members, OkASBO put together a high quality instructional pro-
gram in a short period of time.  Last fall, OkASBO offered six 
hours of training for these groups and 232 preregistered for the 
event.  This time it may even be more.  To the right is the planned 
program for training this spring.  We believe that an excellent pro-
gram has been prepared for you.  The presenters are informed, re-
spected  people interested in the educational process of excellence 
and are donating their time to present their information to you.  
Register early, and don�t miss it.  The registration form is on page 
7.  Do it now! 
     When you complete the training you will receive a certificate 
denoting the hours you have completed.  If you missed the training 
last September, it will not make any difference.  Completing the 
first half of training is not dependent on registering for the second 
half of training and we will plan to offer more training at our next 
conference. 
     The evaluation received at the end of the last training has lead 
to some changes for this session.  To allow more time for network-
ing and perhaps finding you a mentor (if you want one) we have 
not scheduled a luncheon speaker and we have lengthened the day 
30 minutes.  This should provide enough time that you will not feel 
as rushed and hopefully, provide more time for asking questions. 
     One thing that was not done, as requested on the evaluations, 
was to split the sessions into �new� and �experienced� sections for 
Encumbrance Clerks and for Treasurers.  It is a huge problem to 
determine how long one is new and when one becomes experi-
enced.  We will work with the speakers to encourage an informal 
setting to facilitate all to ask questions.  Sorry. 
     Please register if you plan to attend.  Don�t register to hold a 
�place�.  We believe that enough room is available to accommodate 
all who desire the training, thus we will not have a limit this ses-
sion.  If you are a non-member of OkASBO, you are invited to at-
tend the conference on Thursday and Friday to see if you would 
like to become a member in 2006-07.  Enjoy!  
     So, it is time for your action.  Share this information with co-
workers who should be receiving the training.  Also, share this in-
formation with your co-workers in neighboring school districts.  
This newsletter is sent to each Oklahoma ASBO member and every 
superintendent in Oklahoma, but many districts do not have mem-
bers in OkASBO.  Your contact may be the only information that 
your neighbor receives.  We want every Encumbrance Clerk and 
Treasurer in the state to have access to the required training.  It 
will be tragic if someone does not receive their training and have to 
be replaced in July, 2007.  Care and share!  Again, go to page 7 
and preregister.  Notify your co-workers and your neighbor.  See 
you on April 5th.  Come early to avoid the check-in line�. 

 
Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

 
Pre-Conference Training 

For Encumbrance Clerks and Treasurers 
 

Meridian Convention Center 
 737 S. Meridian, OKC 

Salon H 
 
9:00 am � Registration begins 
 
             10:00 � Welcome/Introductions/Overview 
                                        Jack Harrel, Oklahoma ASBO 
                                       Dr. Linda Abner, OCSBM Mgr. 
 
             10:15 � Audit Exceptions 
                          Jim McGoodwin, Deputy State Auditor 
                              State Auditor and Inspectors Office 
 
             11:00 � OCAS Coding 
                                  Lu Norman, Executive Director of 
                   Financial Accounting, Department of Education 
                           
 
12:00 � Lunch Provided��..Salon H 
              
 

1:00 � Policies and Procedures for 
                Encumbrance Clerks�..Salon H  

                                       Bob Parrish, CSBA, CFO 
                                                     MetroTech 
 

-- Investing School Funds for School 
                Treasurers����Salon E 

                                       Nancy McKay, Executive Dir. 
                                       Finance/Treasurer, Jenks Schools 
 

 2:30 � Gimmee a Break 
 
              2:45 � Building Morale � FISH!��..Salon H 
                                       Dr. Kathryn Turner, Supt. 
                                       Fletcher Schools 
 
4:00 � Summary and Certificate Presentation 
                                       Jack Harrel, Oklahoma ASBO 

Dr. Linda Abner, OCSBM Mgr. 
 

This training is specifically designed to assist you 
become more proficient at your job and to satisfy the 
requirements of SB 668.   

�

Encumbrance Clerk�s & Treasurer�s Training 
New Law, SB 668,  Requires Training 
232 Registered for the First Six Hours of Training 

Next 6 Hours Scheduled April 5th, 2006 
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A recognized champion on and off the tennis court, Roger is a liv-
ing example that all of us have the capacity to achieve.  All said to 
tell you, Don’ t miss it! 
     The April 6th luncheon will be for networking with one excep-
tion.  The School Business Official if the Year will be recognized.  
There is still time for you to nominate the member that you think 
deserving.  Get your application at www.okasbo.org or call the 
OkASBO Office.  Hurry! 

     Thursday afternoon will be spent in breakout sessions.  There 
will be five separate offerings each hour for three rotations.  There 
are so many good, pertinent, cutting edge topics that you may need 
to bring someone extra with you.  A returning topic  is the  ‘New 
Workers Compensation Law’.  It seems that confusion still exists.  
Here is your chance to have it explained and your questions an-
swered. 
     New breakouts are numerous.  Some of them are “How to In-
vestigate Prospective Employees” , “New 403(b) Rules”  (as com-
plete as they will be in April), “Collective Bargaining Issues” , 
“Family Medical Leave Act” , “Payroll Reconciliation” , “  Docu-
ment Imaging and Storing”  and “Tax Increment Finance Districts” .  
See the program on pages 8 & 9 for more information.  Some of 
these titles we have had presented in the past but the rules have 

changed and updates are available.   Come stay on the cutting 
edge! 
     Friday morning is a special event also.  The popular 
“Legislative Panel for School Business Managers”  is again in-

cluded.  The panel will kick off the morning in quick fashion.  
Panelists will include Perry Willis, OROS Executive Director; Dr. 
Randall Raburn, CCOSA Executive Director; Mr. Patrick McGre-
gor, OACTE Executive Director and Dr. Keith Ballard, OSSBA 
Executive Director.  These four people are at the legislature every 
day working to affect positive changes for education.  They will 
have an abundance of information.  Can’ t miss! 
     Following the panel will be a newcomer to our conference.  
Jeff McMahan, our State Auditor and Inspector, will present to 
us.  He has been invited to address “Fraud Prevention and Detec-
tion” .  With the news reports in recent months of the discrepan-
cies found in some school districts, we need to hear from the per-
son who is charged to keep us on the right track.  Another must 

hear!  I know he will have urgent important information for us. 
     Mr. Galeard Roper Superintendent of Elk City Schools and 
former OkASBO President has been working to change policies 
and requirements at the Teacher Retirement System.  For four 
years he has been working with the “Teacher Retirement Wear-
Away Program” to get it implemented.  He will be with us for a 
short presentation to give progress on this program and answer a 
few questions. 
     Finally, Shawn Hime, Assistant Superintendent of Financial 
Services with the Department of Education will bring us the most 
current topics, deadlines and information from SDE to help us be 
informed.  He is always well received and has a wealth of infor-
mation and answers to your questions. 
     Now you need to decide how many to bring from your district 
to the conference.  You probably can’ t attend all the programs 
yourself, so bring someone with you….  Go to page 7, complete 
the pre-registration form and send it to OkASBO, reserve your 
room, mark your calendar and plan to attend the conference. 
     Don’ t forget about the Encumbrance Clerk and Treasurer 
Training offered on Wednesday April 5th at the Meridian Con-
vention Center.  See the informational story on page 4.  Get the 
registration form on page 7 and give it to the appropriate people 
in your organization.   
     See you at the conference, April 5, 6 & 7, Meridian Conven-
tion Center, OKC!  Be there or we will talk about you! 
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Fall Conference, continued 

Fall General Session, Filled and Funny!?! 

Healthy Snacks?  What’s this world coming to?! 

Fall Conference.  What’s Happening Over There? 


