P O Box 613, Kingfisher, Oklahoma 73750 1-888-339-1468 or 405-375-3696 www.okasbo.org

Highlights of the Spring Conference

Sandy Garrett Keynotes Conference
Roger Crawford Highlights General Session
187 Register for the Conference

While some scheduling conflicts kept some of our members away from the conference, we
received the full load anyway. The 187 registered attendees were treated to some interesting, enter-
taining and informative sessions. The evaluations were quite good, as they pertained to the confer-
ence and not nearly as good when eval uating the room accommodations. Anyway, our Associate
members participated in alarge manner to allow usto present a quality conference.

The Crescent Schools' Choir opened our conference for us with an invocation, the flag sa-
lute and the national anthem. They followed with one of their competition numbers. Both renditions
were magnificent. What a great group! Thanks to them for adding some class to our First General
Session.

Ms. Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, keynoted the conference.
Her topic, " State of the Sate of Education” was well re-
celved. Her remarks are alwaystimely and interesting. This
was no exception as she gave highlights of successesin
Oklahoma Schools and pointed to areas that will need our
atention. She also gave alook at the challenges that we
will be facing. Sandy is always so informed and willing to
share her knowledge. Thanksto her for her willingness to
share her time with us.

Mr. Roger Crawford was our major speaker for
the First General Session. He brought the house into stark
realism with his presentation “The Power of Possibilities’.
Mr. Crawford has been challenged since birth with
‘different hands and arms and legs’. In spite of, or perhaps
because of, his challenges, he presents a wonderfully posi-
tive message of encouragement. This Californian received Mr. Roger Crawford
several marks that rated him the BEST of the conference. Encourager Extraordinaire!

He had so many great quotesthat it is difficult to
remember them all, but | do recall some of them. Thefirst,
“ The truth isn't hard to remember.” isone that | like immensely. The next one, “Our life is defined
by what happensin us.” isan equally important revelation. Thirdly, “ Don’t tell people your trou-
bles. 50% don’t care and the other 50
% are glad you have them.” Finally, | like his searching questions. “Where are you coming from?
How long have you been there? Where are you going?’ These essential questions can determine all
your actionsif you answer truthfully. Wow! Roger Crawford isamust hear again....

Our Thursday luncheon was awell attended affair. The program was dedicated to recog-
nizing Oklahoma ASBO’s School Business Official of the Year. Ms Debra Jacoby, CFO, Union
Schools was the recipient and you can read that story on page 7. Sheis quite an accomplished lady.
A great role model. She will be Oklahoma ASBO’ s nomination for an ASBO International Eagle
Award. Good luck, Debral

The Breakout Sessions, Thursday afternoon, April 6th were (Continued on page 5)
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