
                While some scheduling conflicts kept some of our members away from the conference, we 
received the full load anyway.  The 187 registered attendees were treated to some interesting, enter-
taining and informative sessions.  The evaluations were quite good, as they pertained to the confer-
ence and not nearly as good when evaluating the room accommodations.  Anyway, our Associate 
members participated in a large manner to allow us to present a quality conference. 
                The Crescent Schools� Choir opened our conference for us with an invocation, the flag sa-
lute and the national anthem.  They followed with one of their competition numbers.  Both renditions 
were magnificent.  What a great group!  Thanks to them for adding some class to our First General 
Session. 
                Ms. Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, keynoted the conference.  
Her topic, �State of the Sate of Education�  was well re-
ceived.  Her remarks are always timely and interesting.  This 
was no exception as she gave highlights of successes in 
Oklahoma Schools and pointed to areas that will need our 
attention.  She also gave a look at the challenges that we 
will be facing.  Sandy is always so informed and willing to 
share her knowledge.  Thanks to her for her willingness to 
share her time with us. 
                Mr. Roger Crawford was our major speaker for 
the First General Session.  He brought the house into stark 
realism with his presentation �The Power of Possibilities�.  
Mr. Crawford has been challenged since birth with 
�different hands and arms and legs�.  In spite of, or perhaps 
because of, his challenges, he presents a wonderfully posi-
tive message of encouragement.  This Californian received 
several marks that rated him the BEST of the conference.   
                He had so many great quotes that it is difficult to 
remember them all, but I do recall some of them.  The first, 
� The truth isn�t hard to remember.� is one that I like immensely.  The next one, �Our life is defined 
by what happens in us.� is an equally important revelation.  Thirdly, � Don�t tell people your trou-
bles.  50% don�t care and the other 50 
% are glad you have them.�  Finally, I like his searching questions.  �Where are you coming from?  
How long have you been there?  Where are you going?�  These essential questions can determine all 
your actions if you answer truthfully.  Wow!  Roger Crawford is a must hear again�. 
                Our Thursday luncheon was a well attended affair.  The program was dedicated to recog-
nizing Oklahoma ASBO�s School Business Official of the Year.  Ms Debra Jacoby, CFO, Union 
Schools was the recipient and you can read that story on page 7.  She is quite an accomplished lady.  
A great role model.  She will be Oklahoma ASBO�s nomination for an ASBO International Eagle 
Award.  Good luck, Debra!                                                                               
                The Breakout Sessions, Thursday afternoon, April 6th were            (Continued on page 5)     
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By Steve Shiever 

 
It is that time of year!  End of school activities, banquets, testing, 
budget revisions, federal collections, critical legislative debates, it�s 
been so busy that we haven�t had time to get spring fever!  However, 
it has been a good year.  It has truly been an honor to serve as presi-
dent of OkASBO and work along side Mr. Harrel and the wonderful 
people that comprise the board of directors.  I also want to welcome 
Roger Adair to the board.  As you are aware, he has been a long time 
active supporter of the organization.  Our organization is blessed to 
have such a qualified group of educators serving the organization.   
 
Membership in OkASBO and the participation in our International 
organization are at an all time high.  In fact, there is a large contingency of members that have al-
ready registered for ASBO International in Pittsburgh.   I want to thank Mr. Harrel for his leadership 

and commitment to ASBO.  During his tenure as Execu-
tive Director, our organization continues to grow every 
year. Jack has that innate ability to make things happen.  
Attendance at the Encumbrance Clerk/Treasurers work-
shop was excellent with over 280 in attendance.  It is im-
portant that our office personnel have the training needed 
to best perform their duties. 
 
I would be remiss if I closed without addressing legisla-
tion.  There are several areas of concern.  The �65% So-
lution�, which requires that we spend 65% of our budget 
(instead of the average 59% we currently spend) for �in 

class instruction�, has no data to prove that it improves academic achievement.  However it would 
have a tremendous effect on currents budgets and expenditures.   Also on the table is TABOR (Tax 
Payer Bill Of Rights), teacher raises, �tax cuts�, EESIP, and an as sundry of other bills that effect the 
future of education in Oklahoma. 
 
With the EESIP (Wear-Away) Bill now in joint conference, it is imperative that every educator ef-
fected, contact their legislators and the leadership, and en-
courage their support in passage of the bill.  This is our last 
chance!   If it doesn�t happen this year, it will not happen.   
 
In closing, congratulations to Ms Wade, your 2006-07 in-
coming President.  Ann�s expertise in front office business 
administration is unsurpassed.  She is a lady with great 
ideas.  We are blessed to have her as president.  It�s going 
to be a great year in 2007! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HEAVEN�S DELIGHT 
 

I dreamed death came the other night. 
Heaven Gates swung wide. 

With kindly grace  
An angel stood and ushered me inside. 

And there to my astonishment 
Stood folks I�d known before. 
Some I�d judged and labeled 

Unfit for heavens door. 
Indignant words rose to my lips 

But never were set free. 
For every face showed stunned surprise� 

NO ONE EXPECTED ME�   
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President�s Message 
�

President�s Message 

OkASBO�s 2005-06 Theme  is 
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